With the conventional four to six weeks' intravenous treatment, septic pneumonia due to right sided Staphylococcus aureus endocarditis has a favourable prognosis, mortality rates ranging from zero to 16%. Because of the difficulty in obtaining prolonged intravenous access in such patients, and their desire to leave hospital quickly, a combination of oral antibiotics may be given for four weeks, and this is equally effective (for example, ciprofloxacin and rifampicin). '9 Through its effect on hepatic metabolism rifampicin may induce signs of methadone withdrawal.20 In patients with pneumonia secondary to peripheral thrombophlebitis and with no echocardiographic evidence of tricuspid endocarditis one or two weeks' intravenous treatment is thought to be adequate. 2"7 Mycotic aneurysms of the pulmonary arteries have been diagnosed at necropsy in association with embolic pneumonia.2' The diagnosis was not made or suspected clinically, though one patient had complained of haemoptysis.
Hind taking heroin.222' These result from contamination by Candida albicans of the lemon used to acidify their "fix."
Patients may present with an apparent community acquired lobar pneumonia several days after their last self injection. Alternatively, the pulmonary disease may be part of a systemic candidiasis arising six to 12 hours after the last injection, and associated with the development of endocarditis, chorioretinitis, hepatitis, and bone or cartilaginous infection with abscess formation. This more generalised form may be complicated by the adult respiratory distress syndrome and carries a poor prognosis.
Contamination of street heroin by other fungi has also been found. 
